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NEAT Presents
at Kemnay Village Hall

A Nicht Roon the Fire
With Lilian Ross

Saturday 14 March

Doric stories, poems etc

See page 16

The Newsletter is produced by Kemnay & District Community Association
for and by the people of Kemnay. It is distributed each month to
approximately 2250 homes in and around Kemnay. If you would like
anything included please note that the closing date for both articles and
advertisements, is 9 am on the 12th of the preceding month.

All inclusions or delivery queries to:

Kemnay Newsletter, Kemnay Village Hall, 8 Aquithie Road, Kemnay
IAB51 5SS. (The letterbox for the Village Hall is located half way down the
right hand side of the Hall).

Tel 01467 641120 (leave a message on answer phone) or email your
inclusion to: kemnayarticles@btinternet.com
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. NV Kemnay

<< § Community Council
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'& T = DONATE - SHARE - EXCHANGE - BUY

The Community Larder (Village Hall side
entrance) is there to help people make over-stretched budgets go a wee bit further and
to help cut food waste. It offers a selection of food & household items - some free
(including everything in the freezer), some to buy at supported prices. Surplus food from
M&S/Co-op/Premier is often available on the table in the coffee bar.

If you need help, don't struggle on your own - come into the Larder and have a chat with
one of the volunteers.

Opening Times

Tuesday morning: 9.30am - 11.00am
Thursday evening: 4.30pm - 6.00pm (M8&S and Fareshare delivery days)
Friday morning: 9.30am - 11.30am

THANK YOU!
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@) THANK YOU to everyone who shovelled snow, cleared paths, checked
on their neighbours and did shopping for those who couldn't during the

recent snow emergency. Not forgetting those who kept food shops,

pharmacies and medical cenires open and did their best to deliver care to

those in need. Local communities at their best.
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On your doorstep,
at your service.

Local, independent funeral expertise

for your family.

FOP 1IN

76A High Street, Inverurie AB51 3X5

CALL US

01467 621 368

ericmassie.couk

MASSIE

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

PART OF THE WILLIAM PURVES FAMILY

mMINUS

PEST CONTROL

Inverurie
www.minuspestcontrol.com
e-mail:
info@minuspestcontrol.com
Tel: 07469 196 505

Wasps
Rats
Mice
Insects
B Moles

Domestic - Commercial -
Agricultural

Reliable & affordable service
with over 10 years experience

~.
Flooring,

Fre.e Kitchens/Bathrooms,
Estimates at | Doors & Windows,
affordable | Decking & Fencing,
rates, with a Roofs & Guttering
professional PVC Cladding,
and reliable Alterations & Extensions,

; Loft Ladders & Insulation
service.

and all Joinery Repairs

Discounts given for Newsletter customers

Phone Richard : 07923460021




We are pleased to announce the return of
Kemnay Movie Nights 2025/2026!

Dates vary due to prior hall bookings:
Friday, 20" March

All films start at 7.30pm

Due to current licence restrictions, please ensure that you are
on the email list to receive film details,
(David Adam/’kmnights1236@gmail.com”)

Loy Plon

Massa@e Theraple’r

Specialising in:
e Deep tissue, Swedish & Sports massage
¢ Manual Lymphatic Drainage
e Thai Reflexology.

Helping with stress relief, pain management and relaxation.
3B High Street, Kemnay

Mobile appointments available on request
CALL OR TEXT TO BOOK: 07725360002
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Heating (Grampian)  Mob: 07882 780345

blueflame.heating@btconnect.com

Tel: 01467 622116
@ blue flame

Local plumbing and heating engineer with over 30 years’ experience.

o  Gas & Oil Boiler Installations o  Gas & Oil Boiler Servicing

o Oil Boiler Repairs © Power Flushing

o Landlord Certificates o All aspect of plumbing
undertaken

o No job too small o  Gas Safe Registered

Acaredited Worcester Bosch installer offering a 10-year guarantee
on selected new boiler installations (for a limited time only).

ZANORCESTER ) BOSCH i

Service...

3A The High Street, Kemnay, AB51 5NB
01467 642177

‘ I/ A Friendly and Reliable
o d |

Unit 6 Haughton Court, Main Street,
Alford AB33 8QA
019755 63966

www.hairshops.co.uk
www.salontrainingsolutions.com

L 4 flei

* Approved SQA Training Centre ®
* Schwarzkopf Ambassador *

* GHD Retailer * SChWMkOPf /\(S A ¢ i‘

\o

PROFESSIONAL




Geoff Kendrick (Kemnay)
Plumbing & Heating Services
MOBILE: 07947 518223
Email geoff-kendrick@hotmail.co.uk
Specialist in Complete Bathroom/Shower installations
including tiling works
Gas and Oil Boiler Installations
Power Flush Heating Systems Boiler Servicing

Corgi Registered Gas Installer No.546

Bob the painter
All paint work undertaken
INSIDE & OUT
Discount for OAPs
Call - 07545 910925 /07843 904812
For an estimate TODAY!

Friday Community Coffee Mornings

Friday Community mornings will meet every Friday in March.
We will have an Easter break on the 3rd and 10th of April.
We have decided that when we return on 17th April we will
raise our prices from £2 to £3 and the reduced cost for those
who are members of Lend a Hand will become £1.50.All
funds raised go towards the upkeep of our Village Hall and
we are keen this year to see some of our rooms receive a
much needed makeover. All are welcome 9-11 am.

The Bargain Box

Kemnay Village Hall
(side entrance)

The bargain box is open on Fridays from
9.30 - 11.30am.




Kemnay Golf Club
& Great news! We're now wel-
coming new Social Memberships
& . And we've got an amazing
deal just for you
+# Social Membership — just
£15. We'll put £10 straight
onto your card to spend in the
clubhouse as a welcome
13. 5% discount on all food &
drink. §# Signinupto3
friends. & Access to all our
events, parties & sporting
screenings.
© Enjoy our café with home
baking & light lunches.
It's a total win-win What are you
waiting for? 4 Check out our
Facebook page for all our events
& menus.
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B Dothers Day Menw o7

Make it a special day for your mum — she deserves it!

2 Courses £25 | 3 Courses £30
. Both options include a free drink for Mum

LAy

Starters
« Prawn Cocktail
@ Traditional Brucchetta
@ Chicken Broth Soup
— v VP vy
Mains
© Roast Turkey Breast
© With stuffing, Chipolattas, Yorkshire pudding, Skirlie, Cauliffower
Cheese, Carrots, Roast & Mash, Finished
with Cranberry Sauce
vHaddock & Mushroom Moma#

Peterhead haddock with mushrooms in a creamy cheddar sauce,
topped with Parmesan, served with Potatoes & Peas

v Beef Stroganoff -
Sl st [
Tt oo

— vPesserts ——
w Apricot Sponge
© Millionaire Cheesecake
R o

Spectrum Singers Open Day

If you're looking for a fun afternoon and enjoy singing, we would
like to invite you along to our Open Day on Sunday 29th March
from 2.00 - 4.00 in the Church Centre. You will be made very wel-
come and, as well as sampling some delicious home baking, you
will have an opportunity to join in some singing along with the
choir, family and friends.

We are a small, friendly group and would welcome new members.
There are no auditions and you don't need to read music. Our musi-
cal director, Sarah, is young and enthusiastic and supports us all to
learn together. In addition, there is no cost as we were fortunate to
get a grant from Aberdeenshire, Voluntary Action which covers all
fees until next year.

If you would be interested in joining us, please phone Naida on
07811 699034 for more information or just come along to our Open
Day (no booking required) and have some fun. We hope to see you
there.



A
, LIVE " LIFE
Kemnay Library News ~

What is happening in the library?

Kemnay Library Knit and Natter. Feel free to pop in every Tuesday between 10am & 12pm.

Bookbug Sessions with elements of Makaton. Every second Monday 11.30 - 12 for 0-5-year-olds with
their parent/carer. Next sessions 9" March and 231 March.

Lego and Duplo will be out every Wednesday 2-5 pm. All children to be accompanied and supervised
by an adult.

Lego Spike Prime and Coding Osmo. This is for 6 - 14-year-olds. Older children can build a Lego Spike
Prime Lego model and then code it, adding movement, lights, colour, etc. Younger children can try their
hand at the various coding Osmo kits. Next session 9™ March after school from 3.45 pm - 5pm.
Kemnay Library Book Group. Meets on the fourth Monday of every month at 2pm. Next session will be
23 March.

Second Kemnay Library Book Group. Meets on the second Monday of every month at 2pm. Next
session will be on 9™ March.

Alzheimer Scotland Pop-up café. A social group for people living with dementia and their carers to
catch up, have a blether and some fun. Meet every second Tuesday 1.30pm - 2.30 pm, next session
10" March.

Libraries homepage: https://livelifeaberdeenshire.org.uk/libraries

Library hours "
Tuesdays:  10-4 ontact us .
. kemnay.library@aberdeenshire.gov.uk
Wednesdays: 12-6 Tel 01467 538047
Saturdays:  10-1 ¢

St Anne’s Church, Kendal Road - GREEN MONDAYS.

We aim to restart for 2026 on the , Monday 2nd March, 10-12., un-

less the village is once more under snow!

Telephone 642536 if in doubt.

Thereafter we shall be meeting on the first Monday of each month
for the usual exchange of garden produce. It is unlikely that there
will be anything to swop in March, so please do just bring yourself
and come for a good chat, coffee and cake! As usual all proceeds to
charity. We look forward to seeing you.

8



Reliable Cleaner
Available
References supplied on
request
House or office
Hours to suit

Contact 01467 641486 or
07983 498 155

ALTERATIONS

Need a hem lifted or
alterations done

Contact Kate on
01467 642154 or
07534 266 414

W N Trimmed

Cellkis Hedmmn 4
L...m Hsemm:,&l
Fu*!;.-ﬂ&; nail Treadments
VeRTUCAS
Diphatie Foal Care & Advice
Ingegwn Toe Nails

Fhone or Text to arrange an appaintment

Teresa s Footcare
~ 077037111 95

Tatess Mohuray

Ragmtemd Foot Health Practitioner

A0 Dip, RFHP

All your footcare in the comfort of your awn horme,

8276288 waww: Tootreg.ong




Cleaner

Experienced
House

. professional window cleaning
pure water cleaning system

[

:sunshine!
windows

scotland

Pure water cleaning system, so no need for
ladders, standing on roofs and tiles or
potential damage to property.

Prices start from £7 and includes all doors,
frames, sills, garage doors, roof windows
and conservatories.

Get in touch with Gavin Angus on
07917 331 295 | 01467 372340

sunshinewindows.scotland@gmail.com

Cleaner
Available in Kemnay and
Surrounding Area.

Call Beatha on:

07354776022

07868559792
Beauty Beauty
By By
Rachel Tina Bremner

Available at
17 Station Road Kemnay AB51 5RB

Above cafe 83 in room 2

07979778303
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Professional Bagpipe services

Established in bagpipes both semi-professionally and as pipe major
with many years experience, I currently have places available for
lessons. Ideally children should be over the age of 9, and I also
teach adult learners age is no restriction. Perhaps you just want to
refresh your skills or are part of a development band and wish 1 to 1
tuition. you’re never too old to learn.

Functions and events

I have established experience in playing for all types of events
whether great or small, so if your planning an event or celebration
contact me on the details below for a no obligation quote.

For further details and enquiries contact
John Wallace
telephone 07740971304

Decorating Plus..

Interior and exterior décor
Property Maintenance
Dave Quick Local friendly service
01467 651731 Testimoniolsy availalble

07541050518

Email; dave: quick@yahoo:com 2 Deans Cottuges Monymusk ABS1 THN

11



Registered Scottish charity SC048370
Kemnay Buggy Walk
Every Thursday at 10.am outside the Village Hall

b2 %

Please come and join in for a big chat, a wee walk and a coffee &
pancake at the end of the walk. We are a friendly bunch!

There is no charge/fee. This is a group that is open to parents, family
members, carers. Babies and toddlers enjoy the company. If you are new
to the village this is a good chance to meet up with other families in a
friendly, welcoming environment. Part of Positive Steps Kemnay.

“My two children love the buggy walk, and it has been a
constant in their lives — enjoy the social aspect and the ‘exciting

adventures’ they find themselves on”
Contact: Rob Mackay 07796718267

Kemnaybuggywalkpsk7

MAX’S GAIRDENS AND GUTTERS

Professional gutter cleaning up to 15m high
— No Ladders — From £60

Landscaping, slabbing, one-off garden tidy up,
fencing repaired or renewed, grass cutting etc

Domestic and Commercial

Call Max on 07703 859786
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FREE QUOTATIONS & SITE WISITS

CONTACT: STEVEN DavIDSON
BIRCHGACYE TREECARE BOUTLOOH COM
OTFZ20023100 or Q1467 371878

BIRCHGROVE @6

IR EE oA RE

WWW.BIRCHGROVE TREECARE.COM

GARIOCH PLUMBING SERVICES
Inverurie — 01467 629384
Free quotations
Friendly, Reliable Service
Call CAMERON, The Bathroom Specialist TODAY
07929 507451

utobo %

Accident Repair Centre

emnay =)

All types of car body repairs

Courtesy car

Tel 01467 628777
Insurance Work Fax 01467 624287
Free Estimates Mobile
Pick-up & Delivery 07787 574783

Kemnay Road, Inverurie, AB51 5NU
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BAILIES -~/ BENNACHIE

A VOICE FOR THE HILL
o

The Bailies of Bennachie are pleased to report on some of our news from groups and
events as follows:

Our Annual General Meeting is scheduled for mid-March. There will be reports from our
Trustees on all things Bennachie and Bailies specific topics. This year we will welcome
our special guest speaker from Aberdeen Mountain Rescue. Members will receive an
invitation to the AGM allowing them to register their attendance. If you would like to
join, membership is £25 for life, with signup available from our website
https://bailiesofbennachie.co.uk/membership

The Wildlife / Environment groups are working on their 2026 program. To be confirmed
but early discussions suggest events on bird song, wildflowers and a talk on pine
marten and wild cats. At a recent event there was great excitement viewing footage
from their trail camera project. Species filmed include roe and red deer, bats, mountain
hares, red squirrel and a variety of voles to name a few.

Work Parties will recommence, weather dependent, in March, if not before. Join our
merty band in this satisfying and worthwhile work. Find out more from our website or by
email, see below.

Look out for new products being added to our website shop including T-shirts,
sweatshirts, neck warmers, mugs, cards etc.

Our Help Your Hill campaign is ongoing; donations can be made via our website or by
sending a cheque. The total raised so far for this project is more than £22,000 with Gift
Aid still to be claimed.

Members may sign up to join any of our groups as volunteers, see ‘volunteering’ on the
website. Any queries may be directed to us by emailing info@bailiesofbennachie.co.uk
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:For those who
:need help with
:their emotional
:or physical
:wellbeing

Since 2002, Dr Melanie Jenes PhD at Paradise Clinic
7 has been helping women, men, children and babies to i

i maintain and improve their health, helding classes and
» using various healing techniques:

‘. Reflexology ~ foot, hand, ear, nerve and facial
+ Acupuncture ~ needle free

. Japanese Reiki and Kekko Massage

£, Conception and Maternity Treatments

i + Pregrancy Yoga | 6IFT VOUCHERS |

%+ Mum & Baby Yoga | AvATLABLE i

: + Chair-Based Yoga :

! . DRU Yoga ~ strengthen your body & relax your mind ‘

£5 off any treatment or block of classes
with this advert

Book via www. paradiseclinic.co.uk or call

07896 047 660

‘pﬁrﬂ‘l{se c{:’h"c Relax. De-Stresz & Unwind
# 2 Poradize Rood, Kemnay

Kemnay Kestrels is a local over 50s walking group who meet each
Wednesday.

We have a varied programme of walks,
some flatter and some more challeng-
ing hill walks generally within an
hour’s drive. We walk between 3 -5
hours.

We are always looking for new mem-
bers who enjoy a good walk.

If you’d like more information please get in touch with
Alan at 86hash@gmail.com or phone for 07393 036080

Kemnay Kestrels is a long established member of the Grampian 50+
Network.
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Forthcoming shows and events sponsored by NEAT

All at Kemnay Village Hall

A Nicht Roon the Fire
Saturday 14 March

Doric stories, poems etc

The Sorries — Sunday 26 April

Music and banter

Tickets from neatshows.org.uk
For info email bookings@kemnayhall.co.uk
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A message from Alehousewells Primary School
What a strange start to the New Year it has been. During the first week
of January, we found ourselves closing the school due to the heavy
snowfall - certainly the most we have seen for a while. Despite the dis-
ruption, our teachers did a fantastic job uploading work each day so pu-
pils could continue learning from home. It was wonderful to welcome
everyone back in the second week.
So, what is happening this Term?

We are continuing to gather evidence toward our Gold Award submis-
sion next year. The Rights Respecting Team recently led a whole-school
assembly that highlighted Global Goals and the UNCRC Rights of the
Child. As part of our ongoing commitment to global citizenship, we will
once again be raising money for charity - this year in support of
WaterAid.

Looking ahead, our Open Afternoons will take place in March. Parents
and carers are invited into school to see what their children have been
working on. These events are always a highlight for us; the pupils take
great pride in sharing their learning.

We will also be celebrating World Book Day in March, with staff pre-
paring a range of House activities for pupils to enjoy.

Transition events between the Academy and Alehousewells School have
begun for all P7 pupils. These sessions help pupils meet key staff and
ensure that the move to the Academy feels positive and manageable.

Finally, we will be saying goodbye to Michelle Morrison, our EY Senior
Practitioner in the Nursery, at the beginning of March. While we are sad
to see her go, we wish her every success in her new role.

As you can see Alehousewells school and nursery are busy.
Vivien Moorhouse

Head Teacher
MSc MBA BSc(Hons) PGDE(P) HND SNC
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THE FULL MINUTES ARE AVAILABLE ON THE VILLAGE

hemnayﬂ ' MINUTES OF MEETING
45 Community Council Thursday, 29" January 2026 7.30 pm, Kemnay Village
Hall, with Teams link available

Present: Lee Aitken (Chair); Fran Patrick (Secretary); John Whittall (Treasurer); Gabby Stevens;
Sue Wainman; Pauline Paterson; Richard Lamplugh; Gaenor Berkin; Mary Brown; Suzanne
Bunton; Brian Cowie; ClIr Grant;

Apologies: Dan Johnston; Margaret Basley; Cllir Smith Attending: One member of the
public (via Teams)

POLICE MATTERS - Report circulated; reported incidents remain low. Views being sought on
new reporting format.

KEMNAY RESILIENCE -

a) Community Resilience Planning: Many people snowed in during recent weather emergency;
lucky no power outage, people were able to communicate and ask for assistance, and able to stay
warm. Heartening to see how community pulled together, but frustrating that efforts often ham-
pered by side roads and pavements not being cleared and lack of available grit. A response has
been given to the Aberdeenshire Council Resilience Team feedback survey, highlighting these
issues. People did seem more prepared this time and better able to cope, but resilience infor-
mation maybe needs to state that people should be prepared for 7 days, rather than the 34 cur-
rently advised. Thanks to everyone who helped clear snow, diq out cars, do essential shop-
ping and generally look out for their neighbours. Kemnay Resilience was asked to deliver a
couple of food parcels and would like to thank Carol RobertsonBrown and Cameron Brown for
helping with this.

Community Larder/Festive Food Parcels: The Larder opened during snow emergency. Slightly
increased number applied for a Festive Food Parcel, feedback from recipients very positive.
Again, grateful thanks to all who donated and to the Bargain Box, Monymusk Thrift Shop
and The Farm Shop. F Patrick attended first meeting of Garioch Food Forum, next meeting to be
held in Kemnay. Aims of forum are to promote food resilience and reduce food waste, and to pro-
mote effective networking across the area.

b) PADs: Co-ordinator reports no issues. G Berkin is to give a talk on 18" Feb at Village Hall, 7pm
- ‘War Detective and Kemnay Loon’ — to raise funds for the PADs. Looking to apply to Co-op com-
munity fundraising scheme

¢) Flooding: Options for Kemnay released by Infrastructure Services (a bund at Kembhill and a few
amendments proposed for Milton Meadows, including a balancing pond). Lot of water at Victoria
Terrace entrance to village. According to a soil survey, a large swathe of central Kemnay does not
absorb water. Some relief that no flooding coming from the river so far this time. No date given for
construction of the bund, original timeline was for 2028. If this remains the case, Kemnay will have
no flood protection for at least a year as current Watergate contract with Briggs ends this year.
(Action: Secretary to contact all Councillors and Aberdeenshire Council again expressing concern
about this situation.)

One or two present felt the Chief Executive’s response after the recent snow emergency was ra-
ther unhelpful and a little tone deaf re the issues that can go along with rural living.

MATTERS ARISING - From previous meeting

Maintenance of Green Spaces — Place of Origin: 20" anniversary celebration to be
held on September 26". All the paths now have names; a wildflower seed spreading
event to be held; a new website being developed with QR codes giving information.
The Quarry approached for support. Dalmadilly Ponds: Still awaiting a response from
Breedon'’s to Chair’s letter.

The Wilderness area by Kemnay House is in a mess due to the recent snow and rain,
but also due to a lot of dog poo either not being picked up or being left in bags in the
woods.
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WEBSITE: www.kemnay.info

Road and Parking Issues — Still a lot of pavement park-
ing; pleased to see that potholes which appeared recently and reported were
promptly repaired by Aberdeenshire Council, although several cars had sustained
damage. People reminded to report all potholes, etc to Aberdeenshire Council via
the FixMyStreet app or webpage.

Participation in North East Convention of Community Councils — Many KCC
members have mixed views — support renewable energy but want a robust over-
view of where and how much development should take place in our rural or scenic
areas. It finally agreed that KCC to support the NE CCC.

Aberdeenshire Council Funding Share — KCC to support this initiative.
MATTERS ARISING — New

a) Christmas Lights — New Policy from Aberdeenshire Council — Unfortunate-
ly, the switch-on event was cancelled due to bad weather; the sockets on lamp-
posts now repaired. Re new policy of Christmas displays (consultation paper):
there is an allocation of funds to cover current costs, but any future additional mo-
tifs, etc will potentially incur a cost. Delay in taking down motifs due to recent poor
weather but should be down by weekend. Thanks again to Rood Signs.

b) Removal of Recycling Point — Aberdeenshire Council looking to remove the
recycling bins from the Aquithie Road car park and seeking alternative sugges-
tions. Some confusion at this proposal, as not seem to be any better place for
village’s main recycling point than its current, very central, very accessible location.
(Actions: Secretary to contact Aberdeenshire Council seeking clarification and
expressing KCC’s objection. ClIr Grant to ask Ann Overton about this.)
TREASURER REPORT

£600 donation from Monymusk Thrift Shop, mostly used for Festive Food Parcels,
with remaining amount added to Larder account. Another monthly donation to
Larder via direct debit has been set up by a supporter. Big Beastie Competitions
has kindly donated £100. The dropped coins collected by a parishioner at St
Anne’s raised £21, half of which donated to Larder. (Larder volunteers very grate-
ful for the ongoing support the Larder receives. Although the account is relatively
healthy, the cost of essential stock is increasing, so additional grant funding will be
actively sought this coming year.)

9. PLANNING MATTERS & APPLICATIONS -

a) Current planning applications — No action to be taken on:

Erection of Garden Room Bogbeth Rise Ref No: AP-
P/2025/1964

Alterations and Extension to Dwellinghouse Bremner Way Ref No: AP-
P/2025/1976

Erection of Stables Bogfur Gardens, Kemnay Ref No:
APP/2025/2061

b) LDP — Call for Ideas: The sub-group met to discuss the evident issues with
each of the three sites being proposed for housing development. All three
(Wellbush, field next to Stuart Crescent, Birley Bush) have serious and well-
documented flooding and drainage issues. With additional traffic/access issues
pertaining to the Wellbush and Birley Bush proposals. Thought the Birley Bush
depot site could perhaps be retained for community use. .cont on next page
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Noted that water comes down from Leschangie and Bogbeth, through the Wilder-
ness down to Milton Meadows. Increased development at Wellbush or Birley
Bush would add to the amount of water draining down to Milton Meadows.

REPORTS - Local Groups

a) Positive Steps and Strength & Balance — Chair shared report sent in by R Mac-
kay: Extended Christmas break due to bad weather; Positive Steps not involved in
devising the Walking Scotland survey. Active travel Routes — Chris Menzies willing
to give an update, so a meeting to be organised.

b) Greener Kemnay - Polytunnel flattened by snow; GK to help organise the PoO
celebration event. Participatory Budgeting — not successful in bid to get community
garden fence replaced. Energy Group: House surveys ongoing, 9 completed so far.
Public feedback will be given on 26" February at KVH, 4.30pm. £400 received from
Monymusk Boules.

c) Kemnay Village Hall — New LED lighting and replacement doors now installed.
Printer now up and running and to be used to print the Newsletter. Utility costs sort-
ed out. Sub-group to meet to draw up a business plan for the community asset
transfer.

d) Community Credit Group — Progressing slowly. Still looking to increase mem-
bership. A minimum of 20 people is required, currently only 5. Next meeting to be
held Thursday, 5" February at KVH, 7pm.

e) It’s Your Neighbourhood — Not a lot of work can be done at moment, but bulbs
are coming through.

11. ABERDEENSHIRE COUNCIL/COUNCILLOR NEWS -
ClIr Grant: Busy with the snow/ice emergency and the Council response. Many
committee meetings coming up, including the Kintore flood meeting.

CORRESPONDENCE - All circulated prior to meeting, list available in full minutes
on website.

OPPORTUNITY FOR COMMUNITY COUNCILLORS TO SPEAK —
G Berkin: Vote of thanks to everyone who looked out for one another during recent

snow emergency. P Paterson: Expressed thanks to Big Beastie Competitions for
recent donation to the Larder. Also, thanks to all parents and supporters who have
purchased items from the Youth Club’s Amazon wish list, it has made a real differ-
ence. M Brown: An increase in young people attending the Youth Club. Now apply-
ing for grant funding. R Lamplugh: Men’s Shed looking for temporary premises.
Have considered KVH, in return for handiwork/small tasks done around the Hall.
Also looking for projects to do around the village.

Date of next meeting: Thursday, 26" February 2026
7.30pm at Kemnay Village Hall, with Teams link available
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Some facts and fictions about ‘Mad March
Hares’

In popular folk law, March is the month when hares go a wee bit
loopy and stage boxing matches with each other. Now we know
this is because March begins for boy hares the season of ‘I’'amour’
and that they are scrapping about the best looking girl hares with
whom to carry on the hare family.

During the period in Scotland of the witch hysteria, witches were
supposed to transform into hares to cause mischief or steal food
and there are several legends about a hunter shooting a hare only
to find a sweet old lady next door had suffered a gunshot wound!

So are hares really aggressive, bonkers or bewitched?

The eighteenth century poet William Cowper, who suffered from
bouts of mental illness, had several pet hares and looking after
them kept him mentally well.

But it’s a recent author, Chloe Dalton, who wrote a fascinating
memoir of her experience of rearing an abandoned baby hare (a
‘leveret’).

In contrast to Cowper, whose hares were kept in the house, her
hare grew up to come and go through the cat flap and would re-
turn even when fully grown.

It even had its own language to communicate with her! Sadly it
appears Chloe’s hare has moved on, but other hares (its off-
spring?) regularly visit her.

If you have ever seen hares going mad in March, do write in and tell us!
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— Bennachie
Parish
-I- Church

Sun, 29 March ~ 10:30
10:30
Mon, 30 March  19:30
Tue, 31 March ~ 19:30
Wed, 1% April 19:30

Thu, 27 April

Easter Services
March/April 2026

Palm Sunday Joint Service
Kids" Palm Sunday Event
IDCT Holy Week Service
IDCT Holy Week Service
IDCT Holy Week Service

14:00-16:00 Maundy Thursday Labyrinth

18:00-20:00 Maundy Thursday Labyrinth

19:30
Fri, 3¢ April 08:00
12:00
19:00
19:30
Sun, 5% April 08:30
08:45
09:00
10:00

10:00
15:30

IDCT Holy Week Service

Process of Witness

Solemn Meditation

Good Friday Service

IDCT Holy Week Service
Prayers at the Cross
Easter Communion
Easter Communion

Easter Morning Services

Family Service

Mini-Messy Easter

The Church
of Scotland

&

4

Kemnay Church
Kemnay Church Centre
St Andrews, Inverurie
St Andrews, Inverurie
St Andrews, Inverurie
Echt Church

Echt Church

St Andrews, Inverurie
Catholic Church, Inverurie
St Anne's, Kemnay
Kemnay Church

5t Andrews, Inverurie
Kemnay Church Centre
Echt Church

Kintore Church

Chapel of Garioch, Echt,
Monymusk, Kemnay &
Kintore

St Anne's, Kemnay

Kintore Church

Everyone is welcome to join us at all of these services. If you would like more information
about any of our Easter Services, please contact our Church Office at 01467-643 883 or

office@bennachieparish.church
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March updates -it seems so long
since the Birley Bush volunteers asked

you to vote for a new fence at Birley - /
Bush Community Garden. Sadly we did - - GRE ENCRaREMNE

not get enough votes to pay for a new
fence. Thanks to those who did vote and persuaded others to
vote.

We are exploring other options. The new Kemnay Mens Shed
may be able to help us with the labour for the fence replacement if
we can source the cash/donations for around 38 posts, 360 boards
plus the rails and postcrete. Greener Kemnay is registered as a
charity so if anyone has contacts for workplace giving for
materials we would be very grateful for any help.

Our polytunnel, like so many of the same shape, collapsed under
the weight of snow in January. We will replace it with one that
sheds snow more efficiently to keep the soft leaved plants away
for our visiting deer and the frost. The Monymusk Boules
Tournament have recognised the importance of our space and
given us a donation which we will put towards a new polytunnel.

Saturday 7th March 10am Place of Origin
The Paths Group would love you to join them in spreading
wild flower seed in the open space around Mavis’s benches

In September we will be celebrating 20 years since the P lace of
Origin was formed from soil and different granites from all over
the world. There will be further work parties you can join in with
during the spring and summer.

Contact us - Friends of the Place of Origin or Greener

Kemnay
or email greenerkemnaytrustees@gmail.com
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Kemnay Community Trust journey!

Where We’ve Been: & where we are heading to:

There has been a number of community consultations that seek
out the views of issues from Kemnay residents and these have act-
ed like stepping stones, towards the planning of a local communi-
ty trust that can tackle these issues and improve resilience. These
stepping stones include ‘Kemnay Action Plan’ (2017), Kemnay
Community Minibus (2022), the £16k. Community Project (2024)
and the NESCAN Community Survey & Assembly (2025).

Many of you responded to the above through Facebook, survey
forms and public meetings and we wish to assure you that your
comments are going into our drawing together as to the purpose of
a Kemnay Community Trust and the issues it needs to engage
with and to make a difference to the quality of living.

Where We Are Now

This Steering Group was formed in July 2025 and has slowly been
concentrating on the development of thinking around the purpose
of a Community Trust, a draft Constitution and raising awareness
in the community as to the benefits a Trust can bring. The Consti-
tution we are drafting is a two-tier Scottish Charitable Incorpo-
rated Organisation, that will consist of Members and Directors
(aka SCIO).

Where We Are Heading To

There is a real need for the proposal to establish the Kemnay
Community Trust to be put forward at a Public Meeting by May
or June this year at the latest. To give this exciting project the best
possible start, we need your help to get this off the ground.

The expectation is that the draft Constitution will be approved, a
viable Board will be created with sufficient numbers of Members
and Trustees before the start of the summer holidays. This in turn
will allow for the £16k fund to be unlocked and work to start on
making Kemnay a better place for everyone.

Last open meeting of the Steering Group was on Thursday
19th February.
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Letters to the Editor

Cats and Dogs . . ..

A large cat has been making itself at
home in a house just off Bremner Way
(Morrisons end). The resident’s own cat
is seriously put out by this ‘visitor’ who
comes in by the cat flap, takes over
heir bed and eats their food.

Does anyone know whose cat this ise
The resident has fried posting on Al
About Kemnay, but no-one has
claimed the moggy. Itisn't chipped, so
the vet couldn’t help either.

It may be that the cat has been returned to its owner before this
artficle goes out, but if it hasn't and this is your cat, or you know
whose it is, please call 07734 897118.

Dog poo has once again become an issue in the village. @

People out walking have reported a disappointing amount of dog
poo being left on pavements, tfracks and trails. The Wilderness in
particular has seen a large increase in dog mess and filled poo
bags (2!) being left in the woods.
Responsible dog owners are also naturally angry as all dog owners
are blamed for the poor behaviour of a few.

PLEASE PICK UP AFTER YOUR DOG and PUT IT IN THE BIN.

=R
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HKINTORE
GARAGE

REFPAIRS

OoOT » BERVICING -

INDEPENDENT GARAGE |
SERVING KINTORE, KEMNAY
& SURROUNDING AREAS 1

Who are we?

We're a new independent garage
located between Kemnay and
Kintore. With years of experience
behind us, we're committed to
quality work, straightforward
communication, and giving our
community a garage they can trust

What we offer

® Manufacturer Servicing
* MOT's - £45

* Repairs & Tyres

® Timing Belts

» EREE COURTESY CAR'S

@ www .kintoregarage.co.uk 0 info@kintoregarage.co.uk @ 01467 518228
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X CREATIVE JOINERY

PRECISION JOINERY & CARPENTRY

Local and reliable - where craftsmanship meets design

WHY NOT GIVE CREATIVE JOINERY A CALL?
07540129 634

EAR HAVEN
Expert ear care, brought to you

Professional mobile earwax removal in Aberdeenshire. Safe, gentle ear
microsuction and irrigation by a qualified ear care specialist. Ear Haven brings
professional earwax removal to the comfort of your own home. I use safe and
effective techniques to help you hear clearly again - without the need to travel

to a clinic. BOOK NOW
www.earhaven.co.uk 01224 516 997
info@earhaven.co.uk

You have always wanted to know:

~Why do men’s clothes button on the right and women’s on the
left? It’s because when buttons were very expensive only rich folk
could afford them. As most people are right handed it was easier to
fasten them on the right into holes on the left. But rich ladies were
dressed by a maid, so dressmakers put the buttons on the maid’s
right and so it is still today! Turn to page 30 for more ......
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Orchard Garden Services

All types of garden work

® Cutting ® Forest Bark
® Pruning ® Gravel

® Shaping ® Tidy-ups

® Weeding

Give us a call on 07768543072
or find us on Facebook—check out our reviews.

.
ABERDEEN CAR SALES

AUTOS

WE HAVE A SELECTION OF QUALITY USED CARS/VEHICLES

FAMILY-OWNED BUSINESS

IN STOCK FOR SALE

P T =

PART EXCHANGE WELCOME
COMPETITIVE FINANCE RATES AVAILABLE
WE ALSO BUY VEHICLES (CARS/4X4’S/VANS/PICKUPS ETC)
ENQUIRIES ARE WELCOME! Come Say Hello!
ABERDEEN AUTOS LIMITED, UNIT 1, ROTHENS STEADING, MONYMUSK, INVERURIE AB51 7JA

TEL: 01467 651600 (OFFICE) OR 07590 984097 (MOBILE) OR
EMAIL: aberdeenautosi@gmail.com

WWW.ABERDEENAUTOS.CO.UK
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fl« Walking

L é Scotland

Registered Scottish charity SC048370

What's on at Positive Steps Kemnay
Meet at Kemnay Village Hall - all walks are free

Our Groups
Strength and Balance - First Wednesday of the month, 10 a.m.
Buggy Walk - Walk, Talk & Pancakes every Thursday , 10 a.m.
Health Walks - Every Friday meet at 9.15 for 9.30 a.m. start

Volunteer with Us
Join our team as a Walk Leader or Associate Walk Leader and

make a difference in your community

E-mail for more information : info@positivestepskemnay.uk

More of “you have always wanted to know”

~What is the origin of the phrase ‘Mayday’ when a ship or air-
craft is requesting help? t’s a corruption of the French phrase ‘M’
aidez!” Help me!

~Why is a zero score in tennis called ‘love?’ It’s those pesky
Frangais folk again! The round zero on the scoreboard looked like
an egg and so was called ‘I’oeuf’. We Anglophones pronounced it
‘love’.

~Why are piggy banks so called? Residents of the British Isles are
not noted for being multilingual! In this case, dishes and cookware
in Europe were made of a thick orange clay called ‘pygg’ and when
used to store money they were known as pygg banks. A British
potter misheard the word and started making the pots in the shape
of a pig. Since then many pigs have come to a sad end when the
cash was required!
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KEMNAY PHARMACY 0 GRAMPIAN TRAVEL

..putting your health first HEALTH CLINIC

www.kemnaypharmacy.co.uk

Please visit our website which gives information on the broad
range of services we provide on both a NHS and Private basis.

| WGOUA kg, Grampian Travel Health Clinic
& We 7, We aim to be your first choice provider for all
§ Ye”area your travel health needs from advice and travel
Y FeVOW % products to vaccinations and malaria
3, er & prophylaxis. Whether you are travelling for
*% tre & business or pleasure our fully trained team will
T provide the highest level of advice and care.
Your Support Of Our Independent Family Business Is
Greatly Appreciated
Contacts: Tel: 01467 642205 info@kemnaypharmacy.co.uk

Graham _ Scott Plant Hire

“NO JOB TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL”
FRIENDLY LOCAL SERVICE
Landscaping External House Maintenance
Garden Maintenance
Paths Power Washing
Driveways Guttering
Slabbing Soakaways
Garden Ponds Drainage
Snow Clearing Mini Diggers
Fencing Rock Breakers
Concrete Repairs Waste Removal
General Building Work and Repairs

Email: scottscottg140@aol.com
Tel: 01467 643326 Mob: 07989 756 525
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Catholic Church

Mass celebrations at the Catholic
Church of the Immaculate
Conception, 116 North St.,

Inverurie, AB51 4TL:

Vigil Mass at 5:30 pm

Sunday Mass at 10:am (in the
Parish Hall)

For more details, visit https://
inverurie.rcda.scot

Parish Priest: Fr Tad Turski
Tel. 01467 268 461
Email: inverurie@rcda.scot
You are very welcome!

Newsletter Advertising

BENNACHIE PARISH CHURCH at
Kemnay, Fraser Place

SUNDAY SERVICES
10am Family Service

A warm invitation is extended to
all.

CHURCH CENTRE

Loaves and Fishes Coffee Shop
Tuesday — Friday 10am - 3pm

CONTACT
More information on a wide range
of activities
www.kemnayparish.church
Church Office
Tues— Fri: 9.30am - 4pm
office@bennachieparish.church

01467 643883

Costs

Page Com- Non-
Size mercial Commer-

cial
Full £44 £22
Half £22 £11
Quarter | £11 £5.50
Eighth | £5.50 £2.75

WE WISH TO ADVISE OUR
READERS THAT WE DO NOT
ACCEPT

RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE
CONTENTS OF ADVERTS

St Anne's Scottish Episcopal

Church, Kendal Road
A member of the worldwide Anglican
Communion
Services
2nd Sunday each month
Holy Communion 10am
Tuesday Prayers 12 midday

All welcome!
01467 642 536 or 01467 643 924

Newsletter requirements

Please note that if you wish to have an article, advert, or
letter published in the Newsletter we must have your name
and full postal address. This does not mean that we will
publish this information, it is purely for our records and
invoicing purposes if required.



mailto:kemnay.church@btconnect.com

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Friendly, Caring and Compassionate
Family Run Business ® 24 Hour Emergency Service
Golden Charter Funeral Plans

01467 642204
01467 623456

info@craigandbeverly.co.uk

ELECTRO-TEK USRI EIED

& Industrial Electricians

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

m All Aspects of Electricial Maintenance & Repairs
m Lighting Design & Installation

m Additional Sockets, TV & Phone Points

m EV Car Charging

m Installation of Smoke Detectors

m Inspection, Testing & Certification

m Landlord Services (EICRs, PAT Testing etc)
m Commercial Maintenance

(Guaranteed Fast Response) 100/0

LABOUR DISCOUNT
FOR NEW
CUSTOMERS

We offer first class electrical GET IN TOUCH FOR A FREE NO

services across the North East. OBLIGATION QUOTE TODAY
Our fully qualified, professional

electricians are on hand to 01224 791914

support you and are committed to :
providing an outstanding info@electro-tek.co.uk
customer service every time. www.electro-tek.co.uk
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NEW BUILDS, EXTENSIONS, CONVERSIONS,
KITCHENS, BATHROOMS, WINDOWS,
DOORS, DECKING,
Al aspocts of
Jolnery Undertaken.

BURR
JOINERY SERVICES | [e=asw By 2

07741 243685 NORTH-EAST DRIVING ACADEMY

DVSA APPROVED DRIVING INSTRLICTOR

A joiner you can trust with R Ty

- ADVANCED DRIVER TRAINING [IAM RS]
- RELIABLE SERVICE
- CARE WITH NERVOUS PUPILS

over 10 years experience

1 KEMNAY, INVERLIRIE, KINTORE, ABERDEEN CITY
Free Estimates R
CALL DAVID KAVANAGH ON:
5 Rorandle 07809 445328
> . KAVANAGH443@BTINTERNET.COM
Monymusk Invemrle WWW.NORTH-EASTDRIVINGACADEMY.CO.LK
9

Tel 01467 651 996

Garioch Gardens

Fencing

Lawn Cutting
Slabbing

Trimming of Hedges etc.
Hard Working and Very Reliable
Please phone for free quotes
Tommy Graham
07505 978 490
or

01467 624926
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Graeme Kennedy Building Contractors Lid

all types of building works including,

new houses,
conservatories,
garages,
concrete works,
home improvements,
garden walls,
patios etc.

Tel: 01467 642152 or mobile 07831 384 007
established 1990

Harlaw Garage

—Meed brakes? No problem- Please call us for a guote, —
—MOT coming up? Let us check your car and organise your MOT-comvenient and

hasske free—

Tyres Supplied —Tyres Fitted—We can fit your tyres too—

-Harlaw Garage can help you keep your car in tip top condition without breaking
the bank-—
—And remember we never do any work without asking you first, 50 no surprise big
bills when you come to pidk up your carl—
Service — Repair — Tyres - Pre-mot — Diagnostics - Welding
Free Local collection & delivery

- Harlaw Garage, Tel 625344

Harlaw Way, Inverurie
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Weekly:
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

last Thursday Community Council meeting 7.30pm except July, Aug & Dec.

1st Mon Green Mondays. St Annes, Kendal Road, 10am —12pm See page 8.

1st Tues Greemer Kemnay Meet Burnett Arms 7pm

1st Wed $trength and Balance. 10-11.30am. See page 4.

2nd Saturday Birley Bush work party 10am-2pm.

1st Mon Finding Qi in Me~Circle of Light-Qi Gong & $oundbath Church
Centre 7-9pm.

4th Monday of every month Beek Greup at the library 2pm. See page 11

(Subject to summer holidays)

Boules at Birley Bush 10o0m and 3pm; $pectrum $ingers, Kemnay Church
Centre, 1.45-3.45pm; Binge, KVH Friendship Room, 6.30-8.30pm

Ladybirds Toddler Group. School term 0915-11.10am, KVH Friendship Room;
Jazzercise 5.45-6.30pm, KVH Main Hall.; Yega 7-8.00pm, KVH Main Hall;
Ukelele Group (Ali) 7-8.30pm, KVH Wainman Room

Knit & Natter at the library 10am-12noon. See page 11; Tuesday Club 2-4.00pm
(alternate weeks), KVH Friendship Room; Dance €lass 3.45-5.30pm, KVH Main
Hall; $o Yang Do 6-7.45pm, KVH Main Hall; Children’s and adult dance classes
during school term, Church Centre.

Wednesday Citizen’s Advice KVH Wainman Room, fortnightly; Knitting Group 2-4.00pm,

Thurday

Friday

Saturday

KVH Wainman Room; Ukelele Group (Julie) 2-4.00pm, KVH Friendship Room;
Jazzercise 6.15-7.30pm, KVH Main Hall.

Buggy Walks 10am outside KVH See page 12; Taekwondeo 4.30-7.30pm, KVH
Main Hall; Kemnay Local Vocals Church centre 7.30-9pm.

Bargain Box 9.30-11.30am. Wainman Room, side entrance.. See page 6;
Community Coffee Mornings. Sce page 6; Health Walks 9.30am Meet outside
Village Hall See page 4; Pilates 9.30-10.30am, KVH Main Hall; Jazzercise 5.45-
6.30pm, KVH Main Hall.; $hire Gaming 7-10.pm (alternate weeks), KVH Wainman

Room
; Dance Class 9.30-11.00am, KVH Main Hall

Larder opening times: Tuesday 09 30-11 00; *Thursday evening 5.00pm—6 30pm

March
Sat 14th
Fri 20th
Sun 29th
Sat 7th
April
Sun 26th

To

*Friday mornings 9.30am-11.30am (* M&S/Co-op/Premier surplus food
often available) See page 2.

Neat presents “A Nicht Roon the Fire” KVH See page 16

Kemnay Movie Night See page 4

Spectrum Singers Open Day 2-4pm Church centre. See page 7.

Greener Kemnay 10am Place of Origin. Scattering of wild flower seeds. See page 23

“The Sorries” KVH See page 16

book the Village Hall email bookings@kemnayhall.co.uk or visit www.kemnayhall.co.uk.
If email is not available phone 01467 643320, office hours only, and leave a message.




